
What Are the Bikes in London 

Called? 

 

London is a city buzzing with life, culture, and movement. Among its vibrant streets and historic 
landmarks, bicycles have become a quintessential part of its landscape. Known for their 
convenience and eco-friendliness, bikes in London are a popular mode of transportation for locals 
and tourists alike. But what are these bikes in London called, and why are they so significant? Let’s 
explore the city’s cycling scene, focusing on the different types of bikes, services, and where to find 

them. 

The Popularity of London Bikes 
London bikes have become an essential mode of commuting in the bustling capital. They are more 
than just a means of transport; they’re part of London’s identity. From iconic public hire bikes to 
personal bicycles, the options for riders are diverse. 

Public hire schemes like Santander Cycles are commonly referred to as "Boris Bikes," a nod to Boris 
Johnson, who was the Mayor of London when the scheme launched. These bikes are easily 
recognizable, and they allow riders to pick up and drop off bicycles at docking stations across the 
city. Additionally, private services such as road bike hire and high-performance models cater to 

cycling enthusiasts who want something tailored for specific needs. 

Types of Bikes Available for Hire 
London offers a wide variety of bicycles suited to different terrains and preferences. Here’s a 

breakdown of the options: 

https://www.onyourbike.com/london-bike-rental.php


1. Public Hire Bikes 

Public bicycles, such as Santander Cycles, are affordable, user-friendly, and perfect for short city 
rides. Known for their durability, they can be rented from docking stations scattered across London. 

2. Road Bike Hire 

If you’re planning a longer journey or need a bike for speed, road bike hire services are a great 

option. These bikes are lightweight and designed for smooth travel on paved roads, making them 
ideal for exploring London’s outer boroughs or countryside. 

3. Folding Bikes 

Compact and easy to store, folding bikes are perfect for those who need to combine cycling with 
other forms of public transport. Many professionals in the city opt for these bikes because of their 

versatility. 

4. Electric Bikes 

For those who want a little extra help with pedaling, electric bikes are a popular choice. Many 
services include e-bikes for hire, allowing riders to tackle London’s hilly areas with ease. 

How to Access Cycle Hire in London 
Using a cycle hire service in London is straightforward. Public hire schemes allow you to rent bikes 
for short periods, with payment options ranging from one-time hires to annual memberships. For 
private services, bike hire London companies offer flexible rental terms, including daily, weekly, or 
monthly plans. 

Popular cycle hire platforms provide riders with additional services such as guided tours, insurance, 
and safety gear. These services are especially convenient for tourists looking to explore the city’s 
landmarks like the Tower of London, Big Ben, or Hyde Park. 

The Role of Cycle Shops in London 
Whether you own a bike or are renting one, maintaining your ride is essential for a smooth 
experience. This is where cycle shops in London play a crucial role. From repairs to accessories, 

these shops cater to cyclists’ needs across the city. 

For those participating in the Cycle2Work scheme, many cycle shops in London provide tax-

efficient bike purchases for commuting purposes. Additionally, they offer services like fittings, 
upgrades, and advice on selecting the right bike. 

Benefits of Bike Hire in London 
Opting for bike hire London services provides numerous benefits: 

1. Eco-Friendly Travel: Cycling reduces your carbon footprint, contributing to a cleaner and 
greener London. 

2. Cost-Effective: Renting a bike is often cheaper than taking public transport or owning a 

vehicle. 

https://www.onyourbike.com/london-bike-rental.php
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3. Fitness-Friendly: Cycling is a great way to stay fit and active while exploring the city. 
4. Convenience: With docking stations and hire services available citywide, it’s easy to 

access London bikes whenever needed. 

Keeping Your Bike in Top Shape with Bike Repair 
London 
Bikes, whether hired or owned, require regular maintenance to perform optimally. Bike Repair 
London services ensure that your ride stays in top condition. From fixing flat tires to replacing brake 

pads, professional repair shops in London handle all types of bike issues. 

Some of the top bike repair London centers also offer mobile repair services, where mechanics 
come to your location to fix your bike. This is particularly useful for commuters or those facing 

unexpected breakdowns during their rides. 

Exploring London with Your Bike 
London’s streets, parks, and dedicated cycling routes offer endless opportunities for exploration. 
Here are some popular areas to visit: 

 Hyde Park: One of London’s most famous parks, perfect for leisurely rides. 
 Regent’s Canal: A scenic route that takes you through some of London’s quieter areas. 
 Richmond Park: Ideal for cycling enthusiasts looking for a challenge with its hilly terrain. 
 South Bank: Cycle along the Thames and take in iconic landmarks like the London Eye and 

Tower Bridge. 

For those venturing out of the city center, consider road bike hire to enjoy the longer and more 

demanding routes in areas like Surrey Hills or Epping Forest. 

The Future of Cycling in London 
The cycling infrastructure in London is constantly improving. Initiatives like expanded cycle lanes, 
low-emission zones, and support for schemes like Cycle2Work are making it easier and safer for 

people to choose cycling over other modes of transportation. 

The rise in the popularity of electric bikes and the continuous development of bike-sharing programs 
indicate that London bikes will remain a vital part of the city’s ecosystem for years to come. 

Conclusion 
Bikes in London are more than just vehicles; they are a part of the city’s identity and a sustainable 
solution to urban transportation. Whether you’re opting for public hire bikes, using road bike hire, or 
maintaining your ride with Bike Repair London, cycling is an accessible and enjoyable way to 

navigate the capital. 

With robust services like cycle hire, cycle shops in London, and schemes like Cycle2Work, both 

residents and visitors can make the most of the city’s cycling opportunities. Next time you’re in 
London, grab a bike and explore the city on two wheels – it’s an experience like no other! 
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